
Here are some pics to show a basic starting cut line for the upper XJ coilover buckets – 

Passenger side is shown, driver side would be similar. 

 

 

 

 

Follow the bottom of 

the upper shock 

thickening layer here. 

Welding to this 

thicker shock mount 

material is key for 

strength. 

To get the angle of this 

line, follow up to about 

¼” to the rear of the 

hole and stop below the 

hole about ¾”.  Try to 

make the line as straight 

as possible when looking 

directly at it from the 

side as in the pic. 
You can also use the supplied “filler plates” that have the holes 

cut in them to go around these factory welded studs, then 

trace the angles on each side to help reference the cut lines. 



 

 

 

 

 

Again, use the supplied “filler plates” held up over the welded factory 

studs to get the placement of the front of this vertical line, and an 

approximate angle of it. 

The top point here is almost 

directly below the little 

dimple in the inner fender, 

about ½” down. 

This line should be straight 

across the top of the layered 

unibody.  You can see it (and 

cut it) from the inside of the 

engine bay.  Just run the cutoff 

disc across the top of all the 

layers.  Don’t cut the factory 

welded layers out, they will 

provide strength when welded 

to the buckets. 



Once you have these basic lines drawn, cut them out carefully, maybe even cutting inside the 

lines a little to give yourself more to trim out later.  After the coil spring mounts are cut out, 

start fitting up the coilover buckets and seeing where the fender needs to be trimmed out 

more.  Keep trimming a little at a time until the bucket fits nicely.  The goal is to trim as little as 

possible to allow you to fully weld around the bucket to the factory inner fender.  Of course, 

this may not work out 100% around the bucket perfectly so a little filler metal welded in to fill 

any gaps is O.K.   

 

 

The finished result should be similar to the above pic.  I have been getting better at the install 

on these, but my first one required some filler pieces welded in.  Even now though, I end up 

with a few pinholes or some bigger gaps to weld shut than I like.  That is totally ok though.  Not 

shown in the pic above are the filler plates – they are designed to connect the coilover bucket 

to your frame stiffeners, making a good solid connection for everything. 

Once welded up, I usually use some seam sealer all around the top before paint.  You could 

always seam-seal the underside too, to cover up and smooth out the welds if you want. 


